
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

V�LNIUS  – LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKA  

FROM THE SERIES:CITIES OF  EUROPE 
Video: DVD,  11 minutes, 2005 

Addressees: pupils from the age of 10 at elementary, secondary and 
grammar schools 

Keywords: Vilnius, Lithuania, Baltic republic, Union of Polish and 
Lithuanian Kingdom, Baroque Way, religious tolerance, amber, 
Russification, market economy, European Union, wooden 
architecture, Baltic Chain 

Chapters: 1. The Baroque capital, 2. Sights and venues 3. Vilnius 
today 4. Religious monuments 

In the same series appeared: 
Bratislava – Slovensko, Budapest – Magyarország,Kraków – Polska, 
Praha – � eská republika, Wien – Österreich, Warszawa – Polska, 
Tallinn – Eesti vabariik,  R�ga - Latvija republika 

A Film by Rainer Hahn 

Assistance: Katarína Fre� ková, Annerose Hahn, Františka 
Horváthová, Samuel Neto� ný,  Miroslava Suchánová 
 
Narrator:  Katarína Fre� ková 
 
Content: Vilnius is one of the oldest cities in Lithuania – its 
Baroque capital. The Old Town is listed in the World Heritage Register 
of UNESCO.  Over forty different temples and monasteries of the city 
document religious tolerance.  
The film also presents Vilnius  as a city with large concrete housing estates  
crossed by busy motorway arteries. A panoramic view from Vilnius TV 
Tower presents modern urban area set in green surroundings and typical 
wooden architecture.  
Lithuania was part of USSR for 40 years. In March 1990, it became the 
first Soviet republic to declare restoration of its independence.. After 
joining the EU in May 2004, this country is on the way to market economy.   
However, Russia remains Lithuania’ s main trading partner. 
 
 

Solution suggestions to the 
worksheet: 
 
1b. Neris, Vilnia/Vilnelé  
1c. Over 600 years 
1d. One; the country was under 
foreign rule 
2a. Intermingling of the old and 
new, variety of architectural 
styles, wooden houses, UNESCO 
list 
2b. TV tower 
2c. St. Casimir Church 
2d. Baroque, Neo-Classicism, Art 
Nouveau 
3a. Over 40 churches of different 
denominations; permissiveness 
towards other religions 
3b. amber 
3c. Russification, suppression of 
the power of church 
3d. Duke Gediminas in his dream 
saw an iron wolf on the place 
where he was to build the castle 
and subsequently the capital of 
Lithuania - Vilnius  
4a. 1918; 1991 
 

Praxis Unterrichtsfilm 
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V�lnius – LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKA 
SERIES: CITIES OF EUROPE 
Film text to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM  

Film text:   
 
Vilnius is one of the oldest cities in Lithuania.  
One of the landmarks of Vilnius looms high on the 
Castle Hill, above the old and modern parts of the 
city. The TV tower - the highest structure in the 
country. Fashionable glass and steel tower blocks 
stand shoulder to shoulder with baroque and Neo-
classical buildings.  
Illuminated alleys of the Old Vilnius lead us to the 
Town Hall. The Old Part of Vilnius belongs to the 
most prominent monuments of culture in the world. 
In front of the Presidential Palace, the former seat of 
Russian governor waves the flag of Lithuania. It is 
there to indicate the president’s presence in his 
office. In 1989, during the struggle for independence, 
the palace was protected by barricades. 
From 14th century onwards, the face of the city was 
increasingly moulded by European masters. 
Reconstructed aristocratic palaces, churches and 
other urban edifices display  the styles of Baroque, 
Gothic, Neo-Classicism and Art Nouveau.  
Because of its originality and great cultural value the 
Old Town of Vilnius is listed in the World Heritage 
Register of UNESCO. Whole streets dressed in 
Baroque style – so called Baroque Ways – were 
established throughout Lithuania, under the auspices 
of the European Council.  Vilnius is sometimes 
alluded to as the Baroque capital of Lithuania. This is 
Vilnius main street – running across the Old Town up 
to the city gate. On the main market square, there is 
the Orthodox Church of St. Paraskeva. Vendors in 
numerous wooden stalls lining the main street, sell 
miscellaneous knickknacks. Souvenirs and small 
items of clothing present traditional folk art. A 
valuable piece of art may be found here, too. The 
most popular souvenir from Lithuania is amber. 
These golden translucent pebbles are famous as semi-
precious stones.  
Works of local painters are exhibited directly in the 
streets. 
At the Philharmonic Society Hall, evenings of 
classical music and competitions take place.  
More than 40 temples of different denominations 
point to considerable religious tolerance in the city. 
Next to the Church of St. Casimir is a large Jesuit 
monastery. This historical edifice is the oldest 
Baroque church in the city.  
St. Nicolas’ Church was rebuilt from a Catholic 
temple into an Orthodox one to comply with 
 

 
 
Russification programme.Vilnius straddles on the 
confluence of the rivers Neris and Vilnia. The fast 
flowing Neris provides a connection to ice-free 
port Klaipeda.  
A panoramic view from Vilnius TV Tower 
presents modern urban area set in green 
surroundings. Large concrete housing estates are 
crossed by busy motorway arteries.The fact, that 
Lithuania was part of USSR for 40 years, is 
reflected also in the outline of the city.  
In March 1990, Lithuania became the first Soviet 
republic to declare restoration of its independence. 
It is the largest but also the poorest of the three 
Baltic states. After joining the EU in May 2004, 
this country is on the way to market economy. In 
spite of the past, Russia remains Lithuania’ s main 
trading partner.  
This is no open-air museum. A considerable 
proportion of Vilnius’ citizens actually live in these 
traditional wooden houses. They may look 
obsolete, but  vernacular wooden architecture is an 
organic part of  Lithuanian cultural heritage. As 
such, these houses cannot be replaced. 
Back to the centre. Vilnius Cathedral is a white 
building in French Neo-classical style with 6 Doric 
columns in the front and large baroque statues on
the roof. During the Soviet era, the statues were 
removed and the Cathedral was used as a picture 
gallery. After 1989, the statues were recreated to 
their original condition. In front of the cathedral is 
a 52 metres high free standing belfry. It used to be 
a part of defence walls.  
A view of Vilnius by night. 
Although Lithuanians officially embraced 
Christianity at the end of the 14th century, no other 
city in Eastern Europe can take pride in such a 
number of sacral buildings on such a small 
territory. They managed to survive thanks to the 
various purposes they served. For instance, the 
Church of the Holy Mother of God was once 
turned into military barracks. The late Gothic style 
building of the Church of St. Anne’s was said to 
fascinate Napoleon so much, that he wanted to 
have it removed to Paris.  
Lithuania strove for independence for 400 years. It 
managed to maintain its sovereignty within a union 
with Polish Kingdom but it was subdued by 
Russian Tsar. Decades of the following Soviet rule 
still evoke bitter memories. 
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V�lnius – LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKA 
SERIES: CITIES OF EUROPE 

Film text to PRAXIS  EDUCATIONAL FILM (continuation) 

Republic of Lithuania 
 
Area:           65,303 km2 

Population: 3.8 million citizens  
Capital:       Vilnius 
Currency:    Litas (LTL), 1€ = 3,453 Lt 
Official language: Lithuanian, also 

Russian and Polish  
Nationalities:   80.6% Lithuanians 
  8.7% Russians 
  7% Polish 
  1.6% Belarusian 
  2.1% other 
 
Religion: Roman Catholic majority, 
Lutheran, Russian Orthodox, Protestant, 
Baptist, Jewish, Muslim 
 
There are about 3000 lakes in Lithuania. 
 

 

HISTORY OF LITHUANIA: 

7th-2nd centuries BC - Baltic tribes on 
Lithuanian territory 
1009 AD – first written record of Lithuania in 
Annals of Quedlinburg 
1236-63, Duke Mindaugas united Lithuanian 
ethnic lands,  
the first ‘state’ of Lithuania established;  
1316 to 1341 - Grand Duke Gediminas:  
expansion of Lithuania into the lands of the 
eastern Slavs, founded the capital city of Vilnius 
1569 - a Commonwealth Republic of Poland and 
Lithuania created, which shared one king (also 
holding the title of Grand Duke of Lithuania) and 
a joint legislature, the Seimas 
1655 - Vilnius occupied by the Russian Czar. 
Lithuania formed an agreement with Sweden, the 
short-lived Treaty of Kedainiai. 
18th century - partition of the Republic of 
Lithuania-Poland.  
Following the third partition, major part of the 
former Grand Duchy of Lithuania was handed 
over to Russia.  
1812 - Napoleon's campaign to Russia, the 
French welcomed as liberators 
Czar Nicholas I initiated a policy of russification 
1864 - Lithuanian language itself and its Latin 
alphabet were banned and the so-called 
grazdanka, Lithuanian with the Russian alphabet, 
was introduced 
19th century - struggle for national language and 
culture  
1918 – proclamation of Lithuanian independence 
1920-23 war of independence, Vilnius seized by 
Poland, capital moved to Kaunas 
WW II – Lithuania in Soviet zone of influence, 
Vilnius returned to Lithuania and Soviet military 
bases established in the country, massive 
deportations to Siberia 
After 1944 - stricter Soviet control, further 
deportations ,  russification of public life 
1985 – perestroika, Lithuanian legislature 
superseding that of Soviet Russia 
23rd August 1989 – Baltic Chain: approximately 
2 million people from Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia stood on the Vilnius-Riga-Tallinn road, 
holding hands and singing banned national songs 
1990 - Restoration of Independence 
1991 - Soviet Army seized Vilnius, 14 unarmed 
protesters killed, unsuccessful coup 
2004 – Lithuania a member of EU 
 
 

The Hill of Three Crosses commemorates 
martyred death of seven Franciscan monks who 
had come here to preach Christianity. Stalin’s 
regime had the crosses removed and buried like 
many other religious monuments. Nowadays they 
remind us that we should learn from history. 
We part from Vilnius, the capital if Lithuania, 
with a view of the Upper Castle – also called 
Gediminas, the seat of the only king in 
Lithuanian history. 
 

 
 The Hill of Three Crosses 
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V�lnius – LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKA 
SERIES: CITIES OF EUROPE 

Supplementary material to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM  

 
Flag of Lithuania 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LITHUANIA 
From ancient times, Lithuania was alluded to 
as the land of lakes and forests. Mythology 
reveals that the country is divided into three 
cultural regions, whose interrelationship is 
reminiscent of a tree: in the west, one finds the 
roots, in the middle of Lithuania is the trunk, 
and in the east, the branches. 
 

ST. NICOLAS CHURCH 
St. Nicolas’ Orthodox Church is an example of 
the gothic-Byzantine style. It was built in 1514 
during the era of the  Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania. During 1609–1827, the church 
belonged to the Uniates, and in 1827, the 
Orthodox priests took it over. During a fire in 
the 18th century, the old gothic church burned 
down and in 1845 it was restored in the late 
baroque style. In executing russification 
program, the church was reconstructed in the 
Russian Byzantine style. However, the interior 
of the church with the vaults and windows as 
well as the façade retain many gothic elements. 
 

GEDIMINAS CASTLE 
The history of the castle is closely connected 
to the foundation of the city. According to  a 
legend recorded in the Chronicle of 
Lithuania, the castle on the Castle Hill was 
founded by the Grand Duke of Lithuania 
called Gediminas, who once had a 
prophetical dream. In his dream he saw an 
iron wolf standing on this place howling like 
a hundred wolves. His pagan priest Lizdeika 
interpreted this dream as gods’ will. 
Gediminas should build on the place a castle 
and a city, which would soon become 
famous and prosperous. 

 
 

VILNIUS                                                    
Popular opinion has it, that the river Vilnelé, 
running through Vilnius, gave the city its 
name. Vilnelé means ‘little wave’ in 
Lithuanian, derived from vilnis, which 
translates as ‘wave’.  
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V�lnius – LIETUVOS RESPUBLIKA 
SERIES: CITIES OF EUROPE 

Worksheet to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM 

  
 

1a. Locate Lithuania on a map. Where is the 
capital city situated? 

1b. Which rivers run through the city? 

1c. It is said that Vilnius is one of the oldest 
cities in Lithuania. How old is the capital? 

1d. How many native kings did Lithuania have in 
its history? Why was it so? 

2a. What would you say is special about Vilnius 
architecture? 

2b. What is the highest structure in the country? 

2c. What is the oldest Baroque edifice in 
Vilnius? 

2d. What architectural styles are predominant in 
Vilnius? 

3a. What fact is indicative of religious tolerance 
in Vilnius? How would you explain the notion? 

3b. Which famous semi-precious stone is a 
popular souvenir from Vilnius? 

3c. Why did many important buildings change 
their appearance and function during Russian and 
Soviet rule? 

3d. What legend is connected to the Gediminas 
Castle in Vilnius? 

4a. After disintegration of USSR, Lithuania was 
the first Soviet republic to declare independence. 
When did Lithuanians proclaim their 
independence for the first time, and when did 
they actually achieve it ? 

4b. The Hill of Three Crosses reminds of a 
legend but also of decades of Lithuanian-Russian 
history. Can you retell the legend? 

4c. What lesson is there to learn for the 
Lithuanians/Russians from their history? 
Discuss. 

 

 


