TALLINN - Eesti Vabariik
SERIES: CITIES OF EUROPE

Video: DVD, 11 minutes, 2005

Addressees: pupils from 10 years of age at elementary,
secondary and grammar schools

Keywords: Tallinn, Estonia, Baltic republic, trading post, Greek
Orthodox, Hanseatic town, Iron Curtain, European Union '
summer solstice, midnight sun, Tallinn Gothic, Singing
Revolution

Chapters: 1. Cultural metropoli2. Tallinn Gothic3. Tourism
4. Tallinn today 5. Midnight sun

In the same series:Bratislava — Slovensko, Budapest —
Magyarorszag, Krakéw — Polska, Praha eska republika,
Wien — Osterreich, Warszawa — Polska, Vilnius — Lietuvos
Respublika, Rya - Latvija Republika

A Film by Rainer Hahn

Assistance: Samuel Netany, FrantiSka Horvathova, Katarina
Fre kova, Miroslava Suchanova

Narrator: Katarina Frekova

Content: Although Estonia was a part of the Soviet Union until
1994, it is not an underdeveloped remnant of Communist era.
Tallinn is a vibrant, modern and rather westernised city, fully
aware of its favourable location in the north-east of Europe.

The film presents the capital of Estonia as a city with long
history of Danish, German, Swedish and Russian legacy. The
city was entered in UNESCO World Heritage with one of the
best preserved 4century medieval Old Town centre, built in
local architectural style, called Tallinn Gothic. Tallinn is also a
setting of numerous cultural festivals, with choir singing and
folk dancing. Tourists from all over the world come to see
performers from all corners of Baltic region and experience the
midnight sun.
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suggestions

1a) Baltic Sea, Gulf of Finland

1b) Russia, Latvia

1c) Dutch, Germans, Swedes, Russians
1d) well-situated icdree  port
connection with Scandinavia &
western Europe

2a) Tsarist Russia/Soviet Union

2b) no, it is not; it is closer to Finnish
2c) citizens of Baltic region protes
Soviet rule, formed a living chain, st
national songs

2d) 1991

3a) May 1, 2004

3b) tourism, banking, trade and services
3c¢) Finland

3d) summer solsti¢gmidsummer nigh
people sing, celebrate, burn bonfires
4a) Toompea Castle district, Town H
Alexander Nevsky Cathedral, to
walls

4b) Tallinn Gothic, ponderous

4c) limestone

4d) period of daylight lasting for :
hours in summer or winter, due to tilgi
of the earth’s axis; refraction




TALLINN
From the series CITIES OF EUROPE
Film text to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM
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Film text:

This is the main square of Tallinn, the capite
Estonia. Tallinn is a vibrant, modern and ra
westernized city. Despite vatis foreign ruler
during the city’s history, it managed to prest
its culture and identity. Every year in June
the occasion of the St. John’s Day, they hc
singing festival. Although it was renewed c
two years ago, the tradition is more tha
hundred years old. Nowadays, this countr
visited by people from all over the world.
Mongolian dance ensemble also took part.
Due to the fact, that Tallinn was a commel
port since the 1B century, it became a trad|
post of ideas and innovations.

The smallest of the three Baltic republics,
been a meeting point of diverse cultures sinc
origin around the % century B.C. Dutcl
German, Swedish and Russian nationals,
moulded the face of the country for centuries.
An old Estonian sang goes: “When we canr
be great in number or power, we must be su
spirit and culture”.

Due to its favourable location in the north

western Europe, Tallinn was in the™&entury :
significant  Danish Hanseatic town. It
preserved its positionof a commerciall
important icefree port until today. Estoni
economy is currently based on trade
services.

Tallinn is an exceptionally well-preserved ™4

century medieval town. The historical ce
comprises Toompea Castle district, TowallH
square and medieval city walls. In 1€
Tallinn's Old Town was included in t
UNESCO World Heritage List. The local st
of architecture is called Tallinn Gothic, whicl
rather ponderous if compared to the oric
style.

Tallinn is an interface ddween protestant a
orthodox world.Alexander Nevsky Cathedral
Tallinn’s largest and grandest cathedral.
large, richly decorated Orthodox church
mixed historic style, was built in 1900, wt

Estonia was part of the Russian tsarist empire.

The Cathedral has got five cupolas and 1
altars.Originally, the cupolas of the Cathec
were gilded with seven layeof gold leafs ar
adorned with gilded iron crosses. -
Cathedral belfries ring with 11 bells.
Estonians love singing.

For three days, dancers in local folk costL
from various countries perform on the opEn-
stages. This is a Russian music band.
Estonia is independent since 1991 anc
parliament, called Riigikogu, is situated i
Baroque Toompea Castle in the centr
Tallinn.

80% of the buildings in Tallinn’s Old To\
and most of the town walls are originals fi
the Middle Ages. The sedrebehind th
longevity of these edifices is the local builc
material —limestone. Today, there are sr
cafés and taverns full of tourists.

Tallinn lives increasingly on tourism &
services. Two thirds of foreign visitors tor
are Finns. Estonian nguage is very close
Finnish and both belong to Fintdgric grouy
of Indo-European languages.

The city today is a union of the old ¢
modern. Two historical stone spires open
view of the Old Town. High above the red
tiled roofs looms the slim s@rof the Tow
Hall.

Contemporary layout of the city has
changed since the Middle Ages, when
wealthy aristocrats looked down upon
peasants from their mansions on the
However, directly behind historical town g
begins the modern Tallinn: busy malnyec
streets, modern glass tower blocks of be
hotels and shopping centres. In the backgr
is the outline of the sea port of Tallinn.
Cabin cruisers and international mercl
ships navigate the Golf of Finland and sto
the modern pdrof Tallinn. Estonia has oper
to the world of tourism and commerce
joining the European Union in May 2004. 1
country continues to be an excellent perfol
among the transition economies.



TALLINN
From the series CITIES OF EUROPE

Supplementary material to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM
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Film text (continuation):

The differences between “the haves” and
“have nots” are by far not so distinct as
Lithuania and Latvia.

Fishing is no longer significant for the economy.

Sea transport is becoming attractive for toul
It is evident fran the fashionable interior of t
glass and steel port building with small co
shops and restaurants with a view of the
Town.

It is ten p.m. but it is still daylight. People w
on the beach and enjoy the late sun.

It is eleven p.m. and there igillsno sign o
dusk... The last strollers are hanging arount

city. Tallinn suffused in golden light, is asleep.

It is midnight. Everything is enfolded by a b
veil. It is the longest day of the year.
When is it actually going to get dark?

MIDNIGHT SUN

This phenomenon igaused by tilting of tf
earth’s axis with respect to the ecliptiny
approximately 23,5 degrees, which creates
effect of daylight for 24 hours. Duration of

midnight sun varies from one day, during
summer solstice, to almost six months on
poles.Naturally, Estonia is not a polar coun
The closest to the polar circle is Finnle
However, it is possible to experience

midnight sun in Tallinn due to refraction of
sunlight waves.

CULTURE
St. John’s Dayon June 28, or Juhannusis the
day of summer solstice.
It is an ancient peas:
holiday marking a peric
of leisure between tl
tasks of spring and t
summer harvest. On
John’s Eve (a midsumir
night) people do not go
sleep and large bonfire
burn all over Estonia.
Estonian languag:
contains loan words fro
Low German, German,

—  Swedish, Russian, Fren
Finnish and English and it is much close
Finnish than it may seem.
It is supposed, that the naallinn is shot for
“Taani linn”, which means Danish town. E\
Tallinn’s coat of arms looks like the Danish f|
with white and blue stripes.

ECONOMY

Estonia has the highest Ing standard of all tt
three Baltic republics. About half of thi
country’'s GDP is produced in Tallinn and
suburbs. Foreign investors are involved
approximately 90 per cent of the Estor
banking sector, while Finland is Estonia’s n
trade partner Almost 1/3 of Estonian exp
goes to Finland, followed by Sweden
Germany. There has also been a
development of communications infrastruc
and information technoloc

Modern Tallinn



TALLINN
From the series CITIES OF EUROPE

Supplementary material to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM (continuation)

HISTORY OF ESTONIA:

10" century —Tallinn originated as a town call
Lindanis¢, a central trading point in the Gulf
Finland, with a fortress on Toompea hill

DANISH PERIOL(1219-1346)

1208 —1227 German crusaders conquered ¢
and west of the country, the Danes occupiet
north and east; native peoples in servitude fol
year:

1248 —Tallinn was granted town rights, becan
multinational town.The street layout, guild hous
churches, monasteries and defence edifices built.
1285 — Tallinn became a Hanseatic town

1346 — Denmark sold the north and south
Estonia to German Order

1402 — Tallinn’s Gothic Town Hall built

1523 — Reformation in Estonia

SWEDISH PERIO§1561-1710)

1558 4583 Livonian War, Estonia divided am«
Sweden, Poland-Lithuania and Denmark
1600-1625 Sweden defeated Polaittiuania an
gained power over the whole country

RUSSIAN PERIOI(1721-1989)

1700-1721 Great Northern &, Russia conquer
Estonia

1816-1819 abolition of servitude

1857 — loss of the stronghold status, re
industrialization, railway connection to
Petersburg, first newspaper in Estonian

1918 —independent Estonia, Bolsheviks' atta
violent russifcation, Estonian war of Independe
1920 — Republic of Estonia, capital: Tallinn
1940 - occupation of Soviet troops, Estc
included in Soviet Union

1989 —Singing Revolution, Baltic Chain (peo
joined hand in hand to form a living ch:
connecting Riga-Vilnius-Tallinn)
INDEPENDENCE RESTORE-1991

1994 — the last Russian

troops left Estonia

2004 -

Estonia joined EU

North-Eastern Europe

DID YOU KNOW, THAT...?

In 1989, during the so-calledsinging
Revolutiol, more than 2 million peog
held hand in hand to make a 600 km |
chain canecting Tallinn, Riga and Vilnit
This came to be known as the Baltic Cr
They were singing national songs, wi
were banned by the Soviet Russia. Ru:
soldiers, summoned to suppress
uprising, were unable to take up a
against the singing people.

Republic of Estonia

Areg: 45, 227 krh

Populatior: 1.4 million

Capital: Tallinn (480, 000 citizens)

Currency Estonian Crown (EEK)

1€ = 15. 65 EEK

Official language Estonian

Nationalities 67 % Estonians
25.5 % Russians
2.7 % Ukrainians
1.5 % Belorussians

1% Finns
1.9 % other nationalities

Religior: Protestant Lutheran, Greek Orthoc
Russian Orthodox, Baptist, Methodist, Roman
Catholic

Estonian territory includes about 1,500 isla
the largest iSaaremag?2, 714 km).



TALLINN
From the series CITIES OF EUROPE
Worksheet to PRAXIS EDUCATIONAL FILM

la) Locate Estonia on a map. On the coast of \
sea/gulf does it lie?

1b) On which countries does it border?

1c) Which European countries have left a legac
Estonian territory?

1d) Why was Tallinn a subject of quest forosge

countries?

The parliament

3a) When did Estonia join the EU?

Alexander Nevsky Cathedral

2a) Which big country was Estonia part of fi
long time?

2b) Is Estonian language close to Russian?
2c) What was “Singing Revolution*?

2d) When did Estonia become independent?

3b) What is Estonian economy based on?
3c) What country is Estonia’s main trading partner?

3d) What kind of a holiday is St. John’s Day
Estonia? What do people do in the evening?

City walls

Tallinn - Old Town

4a) Can you name any of Tallinn’s sights?
4b) What is the name of the local architeci
style? How is it different?

4c) The secret behind the logevity of Tallir
medieval sights is said to be the building mate
What is its name ?

4d) Explan the phenomenon of “midnight st
and why we can see it in Estonia.



